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Maintaining inviolably the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons 
in the Godhead; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of the Saints; 
the Reſurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment; and the Life 
everlaſting; with the congregational Order of the Churches of Chriſt, 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters - 
from, meeting at Codnor, in Derbyſhire ; Sutton-Aſtrfield and 
Nottingham, in Nottinghamfhire ; Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton- 

' In-the-Elms, and Arnſby, in Leiceſterſpire; Oakham, in Rutland; 
Clipſtone, Guilſborough, Gretton, Kettering, Walgrave, Moul- 
ton, Northampton, and Road, in Northamptonſhire; Olney, in 
Butkinghamfhire; Carlton and Thorn, in Bedfordſhire ; St. Alban's, 
in Hertfordſbire; Spalding, in Lincolnſhire; and Soham, in 
Cambridgeſhire. p | | 


Grace be unto you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
Dear brethren, x 


14 the goodneſs of the Lord we met together at the time 
and place appointed, and would bleſs his name for the direction 
and aſſiſtance that was afforded us. We enjoyed, on the whole, a pleaſing 
ſatisfaction in reading your letters. It is true there are two or three 
churches in the affociation whoſe circumſtances are rather diſcouraging, 
and for theſe we hope it will be your and our concern to pray, that the 
good Shepherd of Iſrael would heal them, and increaſe them with men 
like a flock. But bleſſed be God, the churches in general appear to be 
in a thriving condition. No leis than eight in this aſſociate connection, 
which were lately deſtitute, have within theſe twelvemonths, been pro- 
vided with paſtors. We have ſeen and heard of theſe ſettlements with 
8 and now we have the additional ſatisfaction to find that they 

ave all been followed by an increaſe in the reſpective churches, and 
ſome of them very conſiderable. | 

We are glad to find by your letters, that the great doctrines of the 
goſpel, which we agree in prefixing to our annua! epiſtles, are what you 
continue to believe and live upon. We are firmly perſuaded of ſeveral of 
them, that they are eſſential to the being of real chriſtianity ; and of all 
that the belief of them is neceſſary to our cwell- being in the chriſtian 
courſe. We hope, for our parts, it 1s our defire to know nothing among 
you but CarisT, and him crucified, The doctrines which relate to the 
dignity of his perſon, as God over all, Blaſed for ever, with the neceſſity, 
reality, and efficacy of his atonement, ſeem tv us eſpecially to conſtitute 


R 
the very eſſence of chriſtianity. Take theſe away, and all that hangs 
upon them, and there is nothing left for which it is worth contending, 


Our preſent annual epiſtle will be taken up in reminding you of a few 
of theſe capital truths, and confirming your faith in them. Per mit us, 
dear brethren, to recommend to your ſerious attention the following 
obſervations. 


Firſt. Man was originally created holy and happy.—lt is written, God 
made man upright—after his own image—in the image of God created he 
him, His underſtanding was light, his will rectitude, his paſſions burned 
with one pure and unremitting flame of devotedneſs to God. Such a 
ſoul muſt needs be happy; a foul ſo near to God, ſo like him, muſt | 
enjoy bliſs uninterrupted and unſpeakable. We wiſh you, brethren, 
never to entertain depreciating thoughts of man in his primitive ſtate ; 
for this cannot be done but at the expence of his creator's character. 
The perfeAion of man's primitive ſtate, however, did not include 
immutability. Immutability is eſſential only to God. Jehovah claims it 
as peculiar to himſelf, I am Jehowah, I change not, He only is the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. 
Though God made man to reſemble himfelf, yet not in his zatural 
perfections, as an omnipotent, omniſcient, independant and immutable 
being; but as a rational, voluntary, conſcious agent, poſſeſſing the moral 
qualities of righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Thus far man was made in 
the image of God; but in other reſpects there is nothing in the whole 
creation which is any fit reſemblunce of Him, nothing to which He may 

de compared. Iſa. xl. 18--25. xIvi. 5--9. Pf. Ixxxix. 6. Exod. viii. 10. 
Deut. xxxiii. 26. Jer. x. 6, 7. What God alone is, creatures are not. 

_ creatures of the higheſt order are mutable; it was not therefore ſurprizing 
that they ſhould become what they originally were not, as the caſe now is 
with both angels and men. , 

Secondly. Men are now born to miſery and death. Univerſal experience 
confirms what the ſcriptures aſſert, that man is born to trouble as the 
Jparks fly upward—that he is of few days and full of trouble. (Job v. 7. 
xiv. 1.)—that the ſentence of death is paſſed upon all men,” and is daily 
executing upon people of all nations, ages, and conditions, 

Thirdly. Mi/ery and death are the fruits of ſim. To ſuppoſe natural 
evil inflicted without the confideration of moral evil committed, is to 

deny either the reality or equity of the divine government. Yet it is 
evident from ſcripture and obſervation, that diſeaſes and death extend to 
thofe who (not being voluntary agents) are not the ſubjects of perſonal 
guiit. It cannot be ſaid that infants have ned after the fimilitude of 
Adam's tranſeri}ron ; nevertheleſs death reigned from Adam—over ſuch. 
Rom. v. 14. Every thing tending to prove he perſonal blameleſineſs of 
infaats, muſt tend to eltablith the idea of relative guilt: for either in af 
perional or relative ſenſe, the charge of fin muſt be extended as far as 
death, its conſequent, is inflicted. Hence the apoſtle ſays, By one man 
fon entered into the world, and DEATH BY SIN, AND 80 DEATH PASSED 
UPON ALL MEN, FOR THAT ATL HAVE SINNED., Rom, v. 12.“ : 
+, c 


* Some ſeem to ſuppoſe that the threatning denounced againſt Adam in caſe of his 
diſobedience, was the immediate lofs of exiftence; and the Reaſon of his not being directly 
annihilated, was the interpoſition of grace and mercy in Chriſt Jeſus,—:t the Defign of 
this ſtrange hypothefis.is to get rid of the fin of Adam as a public head, and its "ation 
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Tt is a mournful fact, that all men, without exception, are impure, 
being conceived in fin, aud ſhapen in iniquity. Pl. Ii. 5. Fur abe can 
bring a clean thing cut of an unclean ? not one. Hew can man be juſtified 
with God; or how can he be clean that is born of a woman ? Job xiv. 4. 
xxv. 4. From the laſt quoted. paſſage it ſhould ſeem that our native 
impurity is a bar to our being jultified by the lawgiver of the world; but 
if guilt did not accompany pollution, that pollution could be no bar to 
juſtification ; for ſurely the guilileſs ought to be acquitted. Far be it 
from God that he ſhould do wickedneſs; and from the Almighty that he ſhould 
commit iniquity.--Yea ſurely God wwill not do wickedly, neither will the 
Almighty pervert judgment. Job xxxiv. 10, 12. | 

The whole world are become guilty before God; and are in his hand 
as clay in the hand of a potter. And hath not the potter power over the 
clay of the ſame lump, to make one weſſel unto honour, and another unto 
diſhonour ® Rom. ix. 21. He was under no obligation to ſhew mercy to 
any; therefore he ſaith, 7 will have mercy upan whom I will have mercy; 
and I will have compaſſion upon whom I will have compaſſion. He is a 

debtor to none; his grace is ſovereign and free. Surely it is —— 
and arrogant for creatures to arraign the Almighty at their bar, an 
diſpute the propriety of bis 1 We wiſh you, brethren, to 
compare the preſent general obje4:ons made to the doctrines of human 
depravity and divine ſovereignty, with thoſe which were made by the 
adverſaries of truth in the apoſtolic age. You will by ſuch a comparative 
view be confirmed in the doctrines of grace, by obſerving that your 
opponents draw the ſame inferences from your ſentiments, which were 
then inferred from thoſe of the apoſtle Paul. They then, as now, urged 
and argued, that if things were ſo as he aſſerted, men are not the ſubjects 
of blame. It is, ſay they, as God would have it=—wvby doth be yet find 
Fault; for who bath refifted his will? Which queſtions the objector ſeems 
to. have gloried in as unanſwerable. May you, brethren, enter 1nto the 
ſpirit and pertinency of the apoſtle's reply, Nay, but O man, who art 
thou that replieſt againft God? Wc. See Rom. ix. 19, to the end. 

Fourthly. The introduction of moral evil was not unforeſeen of God; 
neither did it take place without his permiſſon.— God was neither dil- 

. E appointed 
tation to his deſcendants, it muſt he allowed very well to anſwer its end: for it muſt 
follow, according to this, that none of the human race were in the leaſt affected by 
Adam's tranſgreſſion. And thus, according to the original conſtitution of things, he 
muſt have been neither a natural, nor a covenant head to any one: not a natural head, 

auſe in caſe of diſobedience he was to have had no deſcendants—not a covenant head, 
| becauſe non-exiſtences could not poſſibly he affected by his miſconduct. According to 
this repreſentation, it was therefore impoſſible, unleſs the divine Hong ſhould deviate 
from his own covenant, that any man beſides Adam himſelf, ſhould 


eel in an — 
or in any degree whatever, the bad effects of his revolt from God. Thus the doctrine 
original fin is conſequentially annihilated by modern Arminians. 


But the above hypotheſis will not readily be received by unprejudiced minds, who 
reverence the ſacred writings, and are not ſlaves to a ſyſtem. If this ſentiment be true, 
it muſt follow, that it was nor Adam's fall, but Adam's recovery that ruined the world. 
'The exiſtence of all Adam's offspring, and conſequently the introduQion of ſin amongſt 
mankind, was, according to this ſentiment, entirely owing to the grace of God; and 
human miſeries originate in divine mercy, and are its native productions. So oppoſite 
is ſuch a ſentiment to divine revelation, that ſcripture language, and its obvious mean- 
ing, muſt be inverted, ere it can receive any countenance from thence. The account 
given by the inſpired apoſtle, for initance, muſt be altered, and read'thus, * It was ner 
by one man's offence that death reigned ; nor by the offence of one that judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; nor by one man's diſobedience that many were made 
ſinners.—No, all theſe are the effects of general grace, and Arminian mercy. So that 

reſpecting ſorro and fin, ſo much at leaſt as is derived tows, every child of Adam may 
truly ſay, By the grate of Cd I ans what I om," : f 
*F 
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a | (4) 
appointed nor diſconcerted, by the breaking out of rebellion in his empire. 


He knew that we ſhould revolt and deal treacherouſly, and laid down his 


lan accordingly, He did not impell or incline man to fin on the one 

and, nor did e interpoſe abſolutely to prevent him from ſinning on the 
other; but left him to his own free choice, according to the nature of the 
covenant under which he was placed. God's permitting man to ſin was 
not an allowance or permiſſion in laau— ſo far from that he employed all his 
authority in prohibiting ſin; but did not ſee proper to exert therewith all 
his ability to withhold him from commuting it. 

'Fifthly, Sin is of a nature offenſive to God, being contrary to his 
holineſs, and in oppoſition 1% his righteous authority.lf ſin were not diſ- 
pleaſing to God, no law would have been neceſſary to regulate the conduct 
of rational creatures. But the giving of a law armed with the threatning 
of death to the diſobedient, as its awful ſanction, proves that moral evil 
is what his ſoul abhors. | 

Sixthly. JF God be diſpliaſed with fin he muſt diſcover that diſpleaſure. 


God could zr be morally good, if he did not hate fin ; nor could he 


appear to be ſo, if he concealed his diſpleaſure, For if he be offended 
and no way diſcover that he is fo, the glory of his holineſs would never 
appear to the intellectual univerſe; while his non-accompliſhed threat- 
nings would impeach his veracity, and eternally ſain his character and 
Teputation, Were that the caſe there would be no need of the queſtion, 


. Wherefore doth the wicked comemn God? for ſuch a governor and govern- 


ment would be unavoidably and univerſally deſpiſed. | 
Seventhly. I God ſpew his diſpleaſure againſt ſin, it muſt be in a way 
that affeas the felicity of the criminal. If his diſpleaſure did not impair 
the happineſs of creatures, it would be to them a matter of indifference 
what they were, or how they acted, whether they obeyed or diſobeyed, 
loved or abhorred their creator. But the language of reaſon and revela- 
tion is, Vo to the wicked, it Gall be ill with bim. And it is equally 
evident that the awful effects of God's anger muſt bear ſome proportion to 
the nature and degree of the diſpleaſure diſcovered. If he were . but a 
little averſe to fin, the conſequences might not be very dreadful ; but his 
averſion to it is unlimited, therefore the dreadful effects of fin muſt in 


ſome reſpects be unlimited too, ſurpaſſing all creature-conception. The 


actions of creatures are indeed all limited, their fins therefore are not 
equal, either in number or heniouſneſs ; hence greater degrees of puniſh- 
ment will be inflicted on ſome than on others, Matt. x. 15. But the 
malignity of ſin as fin, being eſtimated from the infinite goodneſs and 
glory of God againſt whom it is committed, the puniſhment, however 
different in degree, will be equal in duration; all, as it were ſtamped 


with eternity. How tremendous the thought! 


Eighthly. J God is diſpoſed to pardon fin, it muſt be done in ſuch a way 
as to diſcover his utter diſapprobation of it. If he neceſſarily hate fin, he 
cannot ſavereignly abrogate his moral prohibitions in favour of delinquents, 


nor recede from inflicting the threatened penalty. Mercy muſt uot be 


Exerciſed at the expence of purity and veracity. Better that the whole 
race of revolted men ſhould periſh along with fallen angels, with whom 
they ſided againſt God, than that the glory of his government ſhould be 
tarniſhed with diſhonour. 

- Niathly. Puniſhment and pardon cannot take place in the ſame. ſubjef. 
If the ſinner is puniſhed, he is not pardoned; or if pardoned, he cannot 
be legally puniſhed. And yet if Gd cannot conceal his holy diſpleaſure, 

| puniſhment 
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puniſhment muſt be inflicted ſomewhere. If upon the ſinner, mercy muſt 
of courſe be excluded. What then muſt be done? Finite wiſdom never 
could have deviſed how the happineſs of ſinners could conkilt with the 
equity, or comport with the holineſs of God. But what was impoſſible 
for creatures to diſcover, God has graciouſly brought to light through the 
goſpel of his dear Son. He has deviſed means that his baniſhed ſhould nat 
be expelled from him. In the plan of ſalvation, through the mediation of 
Chriſt, made known for the obedience of faith, infinite purity and 
ſovereign mercy, inflexible juſtice and abounding grace, cunſummate 
wiſdom and almighty power, gloriouſly unite; and ſhine forth with un- 
ſpeakable ſplendor. 

Tenthly. He that has undertaken the work of our redemption is Gor 
OVER ALL, bleſſed for evermore.— The proper deity ot our redeemer, 
brethren, is the glory of our religion; without it chriſtianity is next to 
annihilated. That many objections ſhould be made to this doctrine is not 
to be wondered at: fo long as Chriſt has enemies in the world, fo long 
we may expect the great doctrines of his goſpel will meet with oppoſition ; 
and the more important they are, the greater the oppoſition may be 
expected to be.— The main objection to this doctrine is its being 
myſterious; but this ought to be conſidered as a commendation rather 
than an objection. It is the glory of the goſpel, that it contains truths 
which ſurpaſs the graſp of the moſt exalted underſtanding fully to compre- 
hend. Herein they fitly correſpond with the deſires of an immortal foul. 
The ſoul of man is fo conſtituted, that nothing ſatisfies it like the medi- 
tation of a boundleſs object. It loves to {wim in an.unfathomable ocean; 
if it can touch the bottom it feels diſguſt. Upon this principle too we 
ſee a glorious fitneſs in the name of Chriſt being called avongerful. 
Wonderful indeed, for the child born to be the migbiy God! Well did the 
apoſtle exclaim, Great is the MYSTERY of Godline/s, GOD manifeſt in the 
FLESH! But you will not expect an ample defence of this great truth in 
the ſmall compaſs of a letter.“ We ſhall here only take notice of two 
more obje&ions which have entangled ſome pious minds—lt is iniimated 
in the — that our Lord, during his ſtate of humiliation, parted 
with a glory which he had before that period, and prayed to be inveſted 
with it again upon his hniſhing the work which was aſſigned him that 
he being rich, for our ſakes became poor, &c. This has been generally 
thought to imply his proper deity, the glory of which be poſſeſſed 
Prior to his incarnation. But it is objected, that deity is wnchangeable, 
and cannot be impoveriſhed, and coniequently theſe intimations cannot 
conſiſt with his being a divine Perſon. But we anſwer, It is neceſſary 
for ſuch Objectors to aſcertain to what glory and riches theſe paſſages - 
refer. Do they mean his native internal excellence; or that glory and 
honour which was due to him from others, as he was the ſubjc& of this 
excellence? If it could be proved that the former was intended, we 
grant it would anſwer the objector's end; for this would imp.y a change- 
ability in his nature. But of what internal excellence was Chriſt ever 
diveited? Even the native excellencies of his human nature were not 
diminiſhed by his humiliation.—-Reaſon, conſciouſneſs and reflection; 
holineſs, meekneſs and love, each dwelt in him in the higheſt ps.” 

| | An 

* To thoſe who wiſh to ſee the ſubje fully handled, we would recommend Dr. 
Bellamy 's ſermon on the divinity of Chriſt, prefixed to his ſermons on the permiſſion of 
fin—re-printed by Dicey, 1783 and 1787, and fold by Evans, London. And Dr. Abbadie's 


ma ſterly treatiſe on the ſame important ſubjeR, abridged by the Rev. A. Bootb, entitled, 
Th e Deity of Jeſus Chriſt eſſential to the Chriſtian Religi.n, | 
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And if the internal glory, both natural and moral, of his human nature, 
was not ſullied by his humiliating circumſtances, much leſs could they 
leſſen that of his divine nature, which was in union with his ſpotleſs 
humanity.—But if glory and riches be underſtood in the /econg ſenſe, 
viz. of the glory that was due to him, as the ſubject of native excellence 
(which undoubtedly it ought) then the objection vaniſhes, In that reſpe& 
we allow he underwent an amazing change. The glory of his divinity 
lay as it were concealed, and that love, reverence and honour, which was 
his due, was with-held from him. He made bimſelf of no reputation— 
became a ſubject of derifion—zche ſong of the drunkard—was accounted 
and called a madman, a ſinner, and even a devil.— But all this change 
implies no chahgeability in his nature, no alteration as to his natural and 
moral excellencies; and when the veil which concealed his divinity was 
rent, his infinite glory appeared, and now as a divine perſon in our 
nature, all the rich revenue of praiſe returns to him as his native due. 

1 he other objection is, that deity cannot die; but the perſon of Chriſt 
was the ſubject of death, therefore Chriſt was not God. We reply: 
death is a ſeparation between ſoul and body; but it does not imply that 
either ceaſes to exiſt, It implies indeed a ceſſation of animation in the 
body; and thus the body of Chriſt was reduced to a lifeleſs corpſe : but 
did his u die? The objection has no force but upon the ſuppoſition that 
it did. If Chriſt might be truly ſaid to die, notwithſtanding one 
conſtituent part of his human nature ſtill lived, why may not the ſame be 
affirmed of him though his divine nature remained immortal? 

Laſtly. We would remind you, that from the divine dignity of Chrift 
ariſes the merit ana efficacy of his jufjerings. Ihe efficacy of what he did 
and endured bears a proportion to his infinite worth. This idea we 
ſhall attend to in the ſubſequent part of this letter, Deity and humanity 
uniting in him, he became a fit perſon to act on man's behalf, as a 
ſubſti ute, ſurety, and ſaviour. We ſay fir, becauſe he, and he only, 
could properly merit by obedience and death. The obedience of the molt 
exalted creatures is naturally due to their creator. There is therefore 
nothing in their moſt perfect compliance with his will that deſerves a 
reward. They are utterly incapable of merit in any higher ſenſe than 
what is called merit of congruity; or they can never lay claim to any 
reward but in conſequence of a previous condeſcending agreement, 
Hence a pation or covenant wich them is ever pre-ſuppoſed, when we 
ſpeak of their meriting even by perfect obedience. This is abſolutely 
neceſſary, not in order that they ſhould be bound t-» obey (to that they are 
under a natural and neceſſary obligation) but in order to their having any 
claim or title to the r-award, which is only due by a gracious promiſe 
ſovereignly made in their favour, But the Son of God was under no 
natural obligation to act as a ſervant, as creatures are. His appearing in 
ſuch a form was entirely optional, the effect of his own choice. He avho 
thought it no robbery to be egual with God, took upon himſelf the form of a 
fervant, bumbled himſelf and became obedient unto death. Being voluntarily 
made, that which he naturally was not, His obedience was the effect of 
his own ſpontaneous condeſcenſion, in aſſuming our nature for that end. 
On account of bis native original dignity, a paction or agreement was 
neceſſary, in order to his obezi»g, but nat to render his obedience meritorious. 
Such is the native littleneſs of creatures, and their natural obligation to 
obedience, as the dependant ſubjects of God's univerſal government, that 


merit 
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merit cannot take place in them, but only in conſequence the ſovereign 
condeſcenſion of the lawgiver, engaging io reward the obedience to which 
he had a previous claim. But the obedience of the Son of God being the 
reſult of his own voluntary engagements, has an intrinſic merit founded 
upon his natural greatneſs and prior dignity as lord of all, and upon the 
efſential equity of the moral governor of the world. His merit is therefore 
of an higher kind than that of Adam or of angels could ever have been. 
We conceive it is properly a merit of condignity, which in its own nature 
(and not barely upon the ground of a previous promile) de/erves a reward. 
Hence he is ſaid to purchaſe his people, and they are ſaid to be bought by 
him, and what he did and endured is emphatically called a price. By 
the price of his precious blood (God's own blood, Acts xx) - redemption 
was obtained, and the releale of the captives ſecured for whom he gave 
himſelf a ranſom. | 

It was owing to his dignity, that the law under which he came is mag- 
nified and made honourable, in its precepts and penalties, by his obe- 
dience unto death. God in human nature has given an awful and ſolemn 
proof of his impartiality and infinite regard to equity, in doing as a 
ſubject, what he requires as a ſovereign, He has ſhewa to the univerſe 
that he has done as he would be done by. 

We wiſh, dear brethren, that while you contemplate the wonderful 
conflitution of your redeemer's perſon, as God and man, you may feel 
your hearts glow with holy gratitude for the /#4/:tution of one ſo wonder- 
fully great and gracious, to act in your ſtead, as made under the law in 
your behalf, — ſtanding in your place at the tremendous bar of juſtice. 
Theſe are the pillars (ſo to ſpeak) which ſupport the important doctrine 
of imputation,* without the idea of which we know not how to reconcile 
the treatment of Chrilt and of his people by the ſupreme lawgiver, with 
the rules of equity and good government, by which protection is inſured 
to the innocent, and puniſhment prepared for the guilty, Your divine 
Saviour had power over his own life, which no mere creature has. It 
was not violently taken from him without his conſent, but voluntarily 
laid down for his ſheep. He agreed to be made an offering for fin, To 
fall by the hands of punitive juſtice, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
bring them to God. And that the whole tranſaction might appear ſtrictly 
judicial, and every way right and equitable, fin was imputed to him, 
and charged or reckoned to his account. With his full conſent, Jehovah 


laid upon him the iniquity of us all, and he bore it in his own body on 


the tree. Hence the world, which God went about to reconcile to him- 


ſelf by his Son, had not their treſpaſſes impute.: to them, but on the 
contrary 


* Imputation makes no alteration in the perſona! character of the parties concerned, 
Chriſt was not thereby tainted with fin; He was not morally worſe through ſin's being 
placed to his account. He perſonally was the invariable obje& of the Father's delight, 
and never more lovely in his eye, than when groaning in the garden, or, bleeding as a 
victim on the croſs. But through imputation, he was in his people's ſtead, treated in a 
manner infinitely different from the defert of his perſonal character. In like manner the 
imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs does not conſtitute perſonal holineſs : finners to 


. whom it is imputed, are in a ſafer flate, but not thereby inide better men, Though 


juſtified. in Chriſt, they are ungodly as in themſelves. Thus divine grace ſhines with, 
infinite luſtre in treating ſinners inconceivably better than correſponds with their real 
perſonal character: while imputation of righteouſneſs does ot ſupercede or render un- 
neceſſary the implantation of holineſs in the hearts of men. The eti-fts of grace in a 
man are the only evidences of righteouſneſs being imputed eo him. But inhcrent grace 


* 


is no part of that righteouſneſs of which it is an evidence. Through righteouſneſs ſpecial 


bleffings are 4 7 [ and through holineſs they are enjoyed. Even as avid C-{cribeth - 


the bleedn 


s of the man to whom the Lord impu teth righteoulnils without works, 


1 

, 
j 
| 
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contrary He made Him to be fin who knew no fin, that wwe might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in Him. 2 Cor. v. 18--2t. This procedure was 
Pointed out under the former figurative diſpenſation, which was to Iſrael 
a ſhadow of good things to come. Salvation from outward calamities, 


- threatened by God as their civil governor, in caſe of diſobedience, could 


only be obtained by ſacriſice; the crimes of the offender being firſt cere- 
monialiy transferred to the intended victim, by the impoſition of the 


hands of the prieſt. Lev. viii. 14. Eſpecially we are told of the ſcape 


goat, that the prieſt was to lay both his hands upon his head, and confeſs 
over him all the iniquities of the children of Iſrael, and all their 4 Je ions 
in all ther fins; thus putting them upon the head of the goat. And though 
this goat was pot to be ſlain, but ſent away alive into the wilderneſs, 
(Lev. xvi. 21.) it is to be conſidered as united in the ſame type with its 
fellow which was ſacrificed, (xvi. 9, 15.) only as without a miracle a 
ſingle goat could not prefigure both the death and reſurrection of the Son 
of God, two were therefore provided. Now Chriſt is the ſum and ſub- 
Nance of theſe figures and ſhadows. Surely theſe ſolemn tranſactions 
muſt afford to an enlightened Jew a lively type of the imputation of ſin 
to Chriſt, in order to his being made a ſacrifice for it. And thus believing 
worſhippers were led to contemplate the purity of God, the evil of fin, 
and the neceflity of an atonement to expiate guilt, and obtain internal 
tranquillity and peace with the offended Deity. But theſe ſacrifices could 
never take away ſin as pertaining to the conſcience. However they might 
avert or remove temporal judgments, they were not ſufficient to ſecure 
from the <vrath to come. But Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ſacrifice for fins, 
by one offering hath for ever perfected them that were ſanctiſied. Thus fin. 
having been conderaned in his fleſh as an infinite evil, he has put it away, 


and made an end of it as a bar to his people's enjoyment of eternal bliſs, 


Reconciliation for iniquity being completed, the tender, melting language 
of mercy and loving kindneſs is heard from the divine throne, inſtead of 
the terrific thunder of a fin-avenging God. For thus /aith the Lord, I 
ewil! put my laws in their hearts, and in their minds will J write them. 
And their fins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where remiſſion 
of theſe is, there is no more offering for fin. Heb. x. 14--18. 

The completeneſs of Chriſt's atonement is the reaſon aſſigned why there 


needeth no repetition of his ſufferings. Elſe the apoſtle ſeems to ſuppoſe, 


that ſuch was his unbounded love to his people and the government of 
God, that had it been needful he would have ſuffered repeated]y to have 
vindicated that and ſaved them. Nay, his own engagements would have 
required that he ſhould have been ſacrificed frequently, had his ſufferings 
been defe&ive in efficacy. For then, it is obſerved, muſt he often hnve 
ſuffered ſince the foundation of the eworld, but now once in the end of the 
eworld bath be appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. Heb. 
ix. 25, 26. In the ſacrifices of the legal diſpenſation, there was, ſaith 
the apoſtle, a remembrance again made of fins every year, becauſe it was 
not poſſible that the blood of bulls and goats, ſhould take away fins : and 
therefore every prieſt which ſtood daily miniſtering before God, offered 


oftentimes the ſame /acrifices, which could never take away fins: but with 


what pleaſure does the inſpired writer dwell upon the glorious contraſt ! 
Chriſt, ſays he, was once offered to bear the ſins of many—oxce in the end 
of che world, &c.—once for all—he offered ane ſacrifice for firs—by one | 
offering, &c. See Heb. ix. and x, chapters, wherein this important 
ſubject is treated of at large. | Aut 
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If the evil of fin, the holineſs of God, and the equity of his law and 
government were duly conſidered, and deeply impreſſed on the hearts of 
men, ſurely they would not take pleaſure in depreciating the per/on of 
Chrife, but would gladly embrace him as the great high-prieſt over the 
houſe of God, infinitely ſuperior to every predeceſſor in that office. For 
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his oxon blood he entered in 
once unto the holy place, having obtained ETERNAL REDEMPTION for us. 
Heb. ix. 12. Almoſt all things are by the law purged with blood, and 


without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. It was therefore NeECESSAary 


that the patterns, or repreſentations of things in the heavens ſhould be 
purified with theſe, (19.) but the heavenly things themſelves with BETTER 
ſacrifices than the/e. Heb. ix. 22, 23. According to the apoſtle's reaſon- 
ing, the ſacrifice of Chriſt was as much better than all thoſe which were 
offered before, even by divine appointment, as eternal redemption is 
ſuperior to temporal deliverance. As the former js infinitely greater, that 
by which it was obtained muſt be infinitely better, 

Some who diſcard the idea of Chriſt's divinity, profeſs to retain the 
doQrine of his atonement, ſuppoſing the efficacy of his ſufferings to have 
ariſen, not from his perſonal fitne/s and worth, but barely from divine 
appointment. But if ſo, the blood of bulls and goats might have taken 
away ſins, which the ſcripture declares was not poffble, for that a better 
ſacrifice was needed to purify heavenly things. But one could not be 
more ſuitable or better than another, if all were alike fie and good. Ac- 
cording to the divine word it appears, that in point of preciouſneſs, 
excellence and worth, Chriſt is ſuperior to all other beſtowments of God: 
the gift of his Sox is always repreſented there, as by far the greateſt 
inſtance of his love to men. Agreeable to this idea of Chriſt's ſuperlative 
excellency, is the apoſtle's inferrence, Rom. viii. 32. He that ſpared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not with him 
alſo freely give us all things. But if Chriſt be no more than a creature, 
this conclufion loſes all its force. For creature worth, and even ereature 
conception, is far beneath what God confers on thoſe that love him. 
But, dear brethren, the value and efficacy of our Lord's ſufferings is pro- 
portionate to the excellence of his perſon. By the death of the Son of 
God, the eternal ſalvation of his people is ſecured, and the nature of the 


great Jehovah illuſtriouſly diſplayed. The ſufferings and death of our 


divine redeemer ſhew that it is indeed a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God, and that fin and ſuffering are inſeperably connected. 

erein has God given a greater proof of the holineſs of his nature, his 
love to equity, order and good government, and his infinite abhorrence 
of fin, thau in all the judgments executed on tranſgreſſors, in this world 
or that to come. What are all the ſorrows on earth, or ſighs in hell, 
when compared with the agonies and groans of our adorable Immanuel! 
His ability to bear the curſe due to your fins, and feel the diſpleaſure of 
offended Deity, without ſuſtaining the loſs of perpetual happineſs, farther 
illuſtrates and proves his ſuperiority to all created exiſtences. The curſe 
of the Almighty, executed on the moſt exalted creatures who excell in 
ſtrength, would neceſſarily deſtroy or annihilate their felicity. The awful 
gloom, which is the natural effect of a total ſeparation from the origin of 
bliſs, would for ever exclude every ray of hope, and fill their minds with 


doleful miſery: becauſe the finite capacity of a mere creature, bears no 
proportion to infinite diſpleaſure, * whole of which could not be 


endured 
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endured in any given period; therefore the ſpirit would fail before him, 
and the ſoul that he hath made be overwhelmed, and fink for ever as in 
a bottomleſs pit, under the load of guilt and tremendous horror. Hence 
the awful miſery of them that periſh is deſcribed by language the moſt 
terrific, as everlaſting burning, ſuffering the vengeance of. eternal fire, 
aurath io come, fiery indignation that ſhall devour the adverſaries, &c. 
Dear brethren, how ought our hearts to glow with gratitude, to, and 
for, ſuch a ſaviour, who was able clearly to diſcern the nature and 
number of his people's fins imputed to him, and their awful conſequences 
coming upon him, without deſpair; and could bear the wrath of God 
without deſtruction. For though he died a victim to divine juſtice, which 
we had offended, having made reconciliation, removed the curſe and 
procured the bleſſing for us; having vindicated divine authority, and 
ſubdued every enemy; he then aſcended triumphantly to heaven, where 
he appears and aQts for his choſen, in every capacity adapted to their 
wants, and expreſſive of his love. There he reigns with infinite authority, 
and ſhines with unrivaled ſplendor, beheld, admired and adored by holy 
ſpirits of every rank and order. Theſe ſurround his glorious throne, 
tingiag with rapturous ardour, Wortby is the lamb that was ſlain to 
receive power and riches, and wiſdom and fixength, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing. Before him are poured forth the prayers of the ſaints as 
from golden vials full of odours, while thoſe who were redeemed from 
among men, recollecting what they were, and whence they came, have 
a ſong peculiar to 2 which angels cannot ſing, in which they 
ſay, Thou art wworthy—for thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us unto God 
by thy bleod, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, c. 
Rev. v. 8. to the end. 

To conclude, let us exhort you, dear. brethren, to refle& frequently 
on your unſpeakable obligations to God for the gift of his Son. He is 
not only given zo you as the chief good, but was given for you as the 
only acceptable ſacrifice,” ſuited to obtain and ſecure an honourable and 
durable peace between God and your ſouls. Now a way is opened for 
you to come even to his ſeat with holy boldneſs. His language is, Fury 
is not in me, I am well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, and pacified 
towards you for all that you have done. May you, dear brethren, habi- 
tually live under an humbling ſenſe of the evil nature of ſin, which, could 
not have been expiated but in conſequence of a ſacrifice infinite in value. 
Oh that you may growingly admire the wiſdom, power, purity and grace 
of your injured ſovereign,” diſcovered in the method of ſalvation through 
Jeſus Chriſt, the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and expreſs image of 
his perſon. | a ee ED ach 

See that you honour the Son even as yon honour the Father. This is 
Jehovah's expreſs command both to angels and men: and it is a reaſon- 
able ſervice, founded upon an equality of nature. This was the practice 
of old Teſtament ſaints. To them he frequently appeared as the angel or 
meſſenger of the covenant, and was acknowledged and adored as the true 
God. Indeed he himſelf, under theſe appearances repeatedly aſſerted his 
real divinity, ſaying, I am Jehovah, the God of Abraham, &c.—God 
the Father never appeared in any form, nor is he ever called an angel or 
meſſenger. But the Son of God, prior to his incarnation, often appeared 
as a man, an angel or. meſſenger, and yet in this form was reverenced 
aud worſhipped as the God of lirael, Had the object of divine worſhip 

| | never 


8 1 RA — nd — 2 


L a ©. > ¶̃ . + 


N 
never appeared in a ereature-form, was it likely, or even poſſible for the 
apoſtle John to have miſtaken the objet of adoration, and have fallen 
down before the feet of a created angel, with a deſign to have worſhipped 
him as the true God? And is it not quite unaccountable that the humble 
Jeſus, if he be no more than a man, ſhould receive and approve of divine 
homage due only to the great Eternal; and never once ſay as the holy 
angel did, See thou do it not, for JI am thy fellow.ſervant, worſhip God. 
Rev. xix. 10. and xxii. . But we know it was the practice of ſaints 
in the apoſtolic age, may it ever continue to be your's, brethren, in every 
place to call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 1 Cor. i. 2. Look 


to him, beloved, as the Lord your righteouſneſs, and rely upon his 


efficacious blood for pardon, peace, and purit} of conſcience : and ever 
remember yau are not jour own, you are bought by him, and profeſs to 
de devoted to him. Conſider, one great end of all his ſufferings was to 
purchaſe and purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, 
that they might ſhew forth the praiſes of him who called them out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. — The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
be with you ail, Amen. | 


Signed on beha!f of the aſſociation, 
JOHN GILL, Moderator, 
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The miniſters and meſſengers met in the place of worſbip foon after fix 
o'clock on Tueſday evening. Brother Gill was choſen moderator. Brother 
Fuller began in prayer. The letters from the churches were then read, 
and minutes taken of their contents. Brother Thomas Edmonds coa- 
cluded the opportunity in prayer. 


Met for prayer at fix o'clock on Wedneſday morning—brethren Cary, 
Craps, Burton, Ayre, Heighton, and Sharman, engaged.—At ten o'ciock 
the public worſhip of the day began—brother John Edmonds began in 
prayer—brother Hopper gave a ſhort account of the nature and delign of 
the aſſociation, and prayed—Brother Sutcliff preached from Pſalm li. 3. 
For I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my ſin is ever before me brother 
Fawkner prayed—brother Ryland, jun. preached from John iii. 30. He 
muſt increaſe—brother Morris concluded in prayer. - Public worſhip began 
again at fix o'clock—brother Greenwood prayed—brother Hall, jun. 
preached from Mark viii. 36, 37. For what ſhall it profit a man if be ſhall 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? or what ſhall a man give in 
exchange for his ſoul? - brother Weſt concluded in prayer. | 


Thurſday morning met at fix o'clock—brother Payne prayed—ſome 


time was ſpent in relating our experiences as chriſtians and as miniſters 


during the laſt year—adjourned—and returned again at half paſt nine» 


ſettled the buſineſs of the aſſociation- fund read the circular letter, which 


bad this year been drawn up and ſent by brother Hall, ſen. 


N. B. Our dear friend Mr. Hall, ſen. was this year abſent on account of 
affliction, We hope all that know him will not forget to pray for the pro- 
longing of his years, and uſefulneſs in the churches, —- The moderator 
cloled the aſſociation with prayer. p | 

| taie 
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Slate of the churches ſince the laſt afſciation, 
Upon a profeſſion of faith — — 11 


Added By letters of recommendation — — 12 
Reſtored after excluſion — — 3 
ü By death — — ms 27 
Piminilhed) By excluſion — — 13 
By diſmiſſion to other churches — 10 

—49 

Increaſe — 82 


ZE 
Reſolved to continue the monthly prayer-meetings, | 

The next aſſociation to be held at Spalding, in Whitſun-week. Brethren 

Fawhkner and Fuller to preach—in caſe of failure, brother Hall, ſen. 


Put up at the George Inn. 


— 


A New Edition of the Selection of Hymns, publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. 
Rippon, as an Appendix to Dr. Watts's Pſalms and Hymns, is now printed, 
Price 28. 6d. 38. or 38. 6d4,—Apply to Mr. Rippon or Mr. Ryland. 


Shortly will be re-publiſhed, An humble Attempt to promote explicit Agree 
ment and viſille Union of God's People in extraordinary Prayer for the Revival 
of Religion, &c. written by that eminent Servant of God, the late Preſident 
Epwarns, of New-England; and firſt printed in 1947, but never yet 
publiſbed in Europe, - Price will be gd. ſewed, ——Apply to Brother 
$utcliff, of Olney, | 


| N. B. Two Vols. of poſthumous Sermons by this excellent Man, are now 
in the Preſs in Scotland, copied from his Manuſcripts by his Son the 
preſent Dr. Edwards, of Newhaven, in Connecticut. A 


' Lately was publiſhed, The Law not againſt the Promiſes of God ; a Sermon 

delivered at the annual Aſſociation of the 1 Miniſters and Churches, 
aſſembled at Leiceſter, May zo, 1787. By Jobn Ryland, junior. Publiſhed 
at the Requeſt of the Miniſters and others.-Sold Þy Buckland, Pater- 
noſter-Row, London, Price 6d. ; At 5G 


Alſo, Two Diſcourſes, delivered by A. Fuller and J. Ryland, at the 

Settlement of the Rev. Mr. Robert Fawkner, in the Paſtoral Office over 
= _ Church at Thorn, in Bedfordſhire.— Sold alſo by Buckland, 
rice 0 N | ; 


Where may be had, 


Mr. Fuller's Treatiſe, entitled, The Goſpel of Chriſt worthy of all 
Acceptation :>—And his Defence of the ſame, in Reply to Mr, Button 
and Mr, Dan Taylor, Price 18. 6d. each. 


— 
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